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Overview

In the past 30 years HIV/AIDS has gone from being an unknown disease to being one of the key issues of the 20th and 21st centuries, killing millions and threatening entire nations and even continents.  Although AIDS is a medical condition, it is far more than that.  An understanding of the phenomena associated with HIV/AIDS requires multiple approaches and input from multiple academic disciplines.  Among the questions to be addressed in this module are the following.  What is it about HIV that makes this virus so dangerous and deadly?  Why has HIV spread as quickly as it has?  What steps can be taken to prevent further spread?  How do people cope with a diagnosis of being HIV positive?  How does the public understand AIDS?  How is it portrayed in literature, film and art?  What are the political and economic implications of HIV/AIDS?  What human rights questions are raised by AIDS? This module explores the various aspects of this disease from the perspective of multiple academic disciplines ranging from microbiology on through psychology, sociology, art, literature, economics, public health, geography and political science.  Emphasis will be placed on understanding the various phenomena involved from multiple perspectives so as to grasp the overall significance of HIV/AIDS in a holistic fashion.

By the end of this module you will have been introduced to the various ways in which a single disease can be understood from multiple perspectives so as to have an understanding of the various phenomena in their multiplicity.  As such this module illustrates the ways in which problems can be understood from a variety of perspectives and through the lenses of different disciplines





Class Schedule

9   Aug: National Day
11 Aug: Introduction
12 Aug: Immunology and medical aspects of HIV/AIDS I (make-up class 12 to 2 pm, SR1)
16 Aug: Immunology and medical aspects of HIV/AIDS II
18 Aug: Epidemiology of HIV transmission
23 Aug: Individual, societal and political factors in prevention
25 Aug: HIV and migration
30 Aug: Hari Raya Puasa
31 Aug: Interventions for HIV prevention I (make-up class 12 to 2 pm, SR1)
1  Sep:  Interventions for HIV prevention II
6  Sep:  Managing HIV infection - Psychosocial issues
8  Sep:  Field trip to CDC
13 Sep: Legal perspectives - HIV/AIDS and human rights
15 Sep: HIV and the family
20 & 22 Sep: Recess week
27 Sep: HIV/AIDS in the public imagination I
29 Sep: HIV/AIDS in the public imagination II
4 Oct:    Economics of HIV/AIDS and health policy
6 Oct:    Politics of HIV/AIDS and health policy
11 Oct:  HIV/AIDS in global perspective
13 Oct:  Midterm exam
18 Oct – 8 Nov: Student presentations
10 Nov: Summary and overview

Assessment:

Your grade in this module will depend on a mid-term exam as well a term project, a class presentation of your project and your participation in class discussions.  The mid-term exam is scheduled for 13 October and will cover all of the material in the module up to that point.  This exam counts for 30% of your overall grade.  The term project is designed to encourage you to explore an aspect of HIV/AIDS in more depth than we have time for in class.  The topic of your project is up to you.  I will be meeting with each member of the class individually to discuss your projects.  This project will count 50% of your overall grade.  During the last four weeks of the module each student will present their project to the rest of the class.  The purpose of this presentation is to share with the rest of the class what you have found through your project research and also to get comments and suggestions on your project form other members of the class.  Your presentation will count 10% of your grade.  The final 10% of your grade will be based on my assessment of your participation in class discussions.






Reading List:

11 Aug: Introduction: Diverse understandings of a global epidemic
Reading: 
Global Update: UNAIDS Report on the Global AIDS Epidemic | 2010.  Geneva: UNAIDS, 2010. Chapters 1 and 2 (pg 6 – 61). (recommended)

12 Aug: Immunology and medical aspects of HIV/AIDS I
Reading: 
Weeks, B.S. & Alcamo, I.E. (2010). AIDS: The biological basis.  Boston: Jones and Bartlett Publishers.  Chapters 2 & 3 (Pp. 30-91). (required)

16 Aug: Immunology and medical aspects of HIV/AIDS II
Reading: 
Weeks, B.S. & Alcamo, I.E. (2010). AIDS: The biological basis.  Boston: Jones and Bartlett Publishers.  Chapter 4 (Pp. 92-121). (required)

18 Aug: Epidemiology of HIV transmission
Reading: 
Weeks, B.S. & Alcamo, I.E. (2010). AIDS: The biological basis.  Boston: Jones and Bartlett Publishers.  Chapter 5 (Pp. 122-163). (required)

23 Aug: Individual, societal and political factors in prevention
Reading:
Ong, S.N. & Yeoh, B.S.A. (2006). HIV/AIDS in Singapore: State policies, social norms and civil society action.  In A.C. Sleigh et al. (eds), Population dynamics and infectious diseases in Asia. (pp. 187-203). Singapore: World Scientific Publishing. (required)
Quah, S. R. (2007). Public image and governance of epidemics: comparing HIV/AIDS and SARS. Health Policy, 80, 253-272. (required)
Bloom, F.R., Leichliter, J.S., Whittier, D.K., & McGrath, J.W. (2010).  Gay men, syphilis, and HIV: The biological impact of social stress.  In D.A. Feldman (ed.), AIDS, culture and gay men. (pp. 21-40).Gainesville, FL: University of Florida Press.  (recommended)

25 Aug: HIV and migration
Reading:
Araujo, I., Haour-Knipe, M., & Kehne, K. (2010).  Migration and HIV infection: What does data from destination countries show?  In F. Thomas, M. Haour-Knipe, & P. Aggleton (eds.).  Mobility, sexuality and AIDS. (pp. 10-23). London, Routledge. (required)
Ondimu, K.N, (2010).  Labour migration and risky sexual behaviour: tea plantation workers in Kericho District, Kenya. In F. Thomas, M. Haour-Knipe, & P. Aggleton (eds.).  Mobility, sexuality and AIDS. (pp. 154-167).London, Routledge. (recommended)

31 Aug: Interventions for HIV prevention I
Reading:
Bishop, G.D. & Wong, M.L. (2001).  Developing sustainable health promotion: STD and HIV prevention in Singapore.  In M. MacLachlan (ed.), Cultivating health: Cultural perspectives on promoting health. (Pp. 199-226).  Chichester, UK: Wiley. (required)
Condon, B.J. & Sinha, T. (2008). Global lessons from the AIDS pandemic: Economic, financial, legal and political implications. Berlin: Springer. Chapter 2 (pp. 25-65) (recommended)

1 Sep: Interventions for HIV prevention II
	Reading:
Neumann, M.S., Herbst, J.H. & Guenther-Grey, C.A. Developing HIV behavioural interventions for men who have sex with men.  In D.A. Feldman (ed.), AIDS, culture and gay men. (pp. 184-212).Gainesville, FL: University of Florida Press.  (required)

6 Sep: Managing HIV infection - Psychosocial issues
Reading:
Li, L., Lee, S.J., Thammawijaya, P., Jiraphongsa, C., & Rotheram-Borus, M.J. (2009). Stigma, social support, and depression among people living with HIV in Thailand. AIDS Care, 21, 1007-1013. (required)
Logie, C. &  Gadalla, T. M. (2009). Meta-analysis of health and demographic correlates of stigma towards people living with HIV. AIDS Care, 21, 742-753. (required)
Gordillo, V., Fekete, E, M., Platteau, T., Antoni, M.H., Schneiderman, N. & Nostlinger, C. (2009).  Emotional support and gender in people living with HIV: Effects on psychological well-being. Journal of Behavioral Medicine, 32, 523-531. (recommended))

8 Sep:  Field trip to CDC

13 Sep:  Legal perspectives - HIV/AIDS and human rights
Reading: 
Gable, L., Gostin, L, & Hodge, J.G. (2009). A global assessment of the role of law in the HIV/AIDS pandemic.  Public Health, 123, 260–264. (required)
Csete, J. & Dube, S. (2010).  An inappropriate tool: Criminal law and HIV in Asia. AIDS, 24, S80-S85.
Leiter, K., Suwanvanichkij, V., Tamm, I., Iacopino, V. &  Beyrer, C. (2006). Human rights abuses and vulnerability to HIV/AIDS: The experiences of Burmese women in Thailand.  Health and Human Rights, 9, 88-111. (required)

15 Sep: HIV and the family
Reading:
Wiener, L. &  Taylor-Brown, S. (2010). The impact of HIV on children and adolescents. In C.C. Poindexter (ed.). Handbook of HIV and social work: Principles, practice, and populations.  (pp. 231-252). Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons. (required)
Emlet, C.A. (2010).  HIV-infected and HIV-affected midlife and older persons. In C.C. Poindexter (ed.). Handbook of HIV and social work: Principles, practice, and populations.  (pp. 253-269). Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons. (recommended)
Wacharasin, C. (2010).  Families suffering with HIV/AIDS: What family nursing interventions are useful to promote healing? Journal of Family Nursing, 16, 302-321. (recommended)

27 Sep: HIV/AIDS in the public imagination I
 Reading:
Sontag, S. (1989).  AIDS and its metaphors.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. (pp. 1-36 required; rest of the book is recommended)

29 Sep:  HIV/AIDS in the public imagination II
Reading:
Gilmore, N. (1993).  An AIDS chronicle.  In A. Klusacek & K. Morrison (eds.), A leap in the dark: AIDS, art & contemporary cultures. (pp 16-31).  Montreal: Vehicule Press. (required)
Treichler, P.A. (1993).  AIDS narrative on television: Whose story?  In T.F. Murphy & S. Poirier (eds.), Writing AIDS: Gay literature, language, and analysis. (pp 161-199). New York: Columbia University. (recommended)

4 Oct: Economics of HIV/AIDS and health policy
Reading:
Condon, B.J. & Sinha, T. (2008). Global lessons from the AIDS pandemic: Economic, financial, legal and political implications. Berlin: Springer. Chapter 2 (pp. 25-65) (required)

6 Oct: Politics of HIV/AIDS and health policy
Reading:
Condon, B.J. & Sinha, T. (2008). Global lessons from the AIDS pandemic: Economic, financial, legal and political implications. Berlin: Springer. Chapters 4 & 6 (pp. 153-216) (required

11 Oct: HIV/AIDS in global perspective
Reading:
Condon, B.J. & Sinha, T. (2008). Global lessons from the AIDS pandemic: Economic, financial, legal and political implications. Berlin: Springer. Chapter 9 (pp. 301-352) (required)

13 Oct: Midterm exam

18 Oct – 8 Nov: Student presentations

10 Nov: Summary and overview
