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Overview
This module will explore the question of why it is that music affects us the way it does.  Music is a universal aspect of culture and different musical selections and styles evoke a wide variety of emotions.  Why is this?  This question will be explored through consideration of the nature of music, its physical characteristics, the sensory processes involved in music perception and the neurological and cognitive processes involved in our response to music.
Module Schedule

Day/Time: Thursday Noon to 3 pm

Venue: AS3-0302

13 Jan:  Introduction: What is music?

20 Jan:  Perceiving music: Rhythm, melody and harmony

27 Jan:  Music and mind
03 Feb:  Chinese New Year

10 Feb:  Music and emotion
17 Feb:  Musical tastes 
24 Feb: One week break

03 Mar:  Music and the brain 
10 Mar:  When things go wrong: Amusia & other pathologies related to music
17 Mar:  Music and medicine
24 Mar:  Music as performance

31 Mar:  Class presentations
07 Apr:   Class presentations
14 Apr:   Class presentations
Assessment

Your grade in this module will depend on two short papers (5 to 6 pages each) and a term project, including a class presentation of that project.  For the first paper (due on 27 January) you are to select a piece of music that you particularly like, describe that music using the vocabulary discussed in the course and then discuss what is it you like about that music and why.  This paper will count 20% of your grade.  For the second paper (due on 3 March) you are select one of the chapters from Sacks (preferably one not on the reading list) and write a short essay on the phenomenon described in that chapter with citation of at least three scientific articles on the topic.  This paper will also count 20% of your grade.  For your term project you are to select a topic related to the psychology of music, research that topic in the scientific literature and summarize your findings in a 15 to 20 page paper.  I will be meeting with each member of the class to discuss the topic you intend to research to be sure that the topic is appropriate and researchable and also to provide suggestions on your topic and how to pursue it.  Your project paper is due on 15 April and will count 50% of your grade.  In addition you are to do a 30 minute presentation to the rest of the class on your findings.  These presentations will be scheduled for the last three classes of the semester and will count 10% of your grade.
Readings:
The required texts for this module are:

Levitin, D.J. (2006).  This is your brain on music: The science of a human obsession.  New York: Dutton.

Sacks, O. (2007).  Musicophilia: Tales of music and the brain (rev. ed.). New York: Vintage.
13 Jan:  Introduction: What is music?

Sacks, Chapters 1 (A bolt from the blue: Sudden musicophilia) and 5 (Brainworms, sticky music and catchy tunes)

Levitin, Chapter 1 (What is music? From pitch to timbre)

20 Jan:  Perceiving music: Rhythm, melody and harmony

Sacks, Chapters 11 (In living stereo: Why we have two ears) and 19 (Keeping time: Rhythm and movement)
Levitin, Chapter 2 (Foot tapping: Discerning rhythm, loudness and harmony)

27 Jan:  Music and mind

Sacks, Chapters 4 (Music on the brain: Imagery and imagination) and 14 (The key of clear green: Synethesia and music)

Levitin, Chapter 3 (Behind the curtain: Music and the mind machine)

10 Feb:  Music and emotion

Sacks, Chapters 25 (Lamentations: Music, madness, and melancholia) and 26 (The case of Harry S: Music and emotion)
Levitin, Chapter 4 (Anticipation: What we expect from Liszt (and Ludacris))

17 Feb:  Musical tastes
Sacks, Chapter 24 (Seduction and indifference)
Levitin, Chapter 8 (My favorite things: Why do we like the music we like?)

03 Mar:  Music and the brain 

Sacks, Chapters 6 (Musical hallucinations) and 23 (Awake and asleep: Musical dreams)

Leviton, Chapter 6 (After dessert, Crick was still four seats away from me: Music, emotion and the reptilian brain)

10 Mar:  When things go wrong: Amusia & other pathologies related to music

Sacks, Chapters 3 (Fear of music: Musicogenic epilepsy), 8 (Things fall apart: Amusia and dysharmonia) and 10 (Pitch imperfect: Cochlear amusia), and 28 (A hypermusical species: Williams syndrome)
17 Mar:  Music and medicine

Sacks, Chapters 16 (Speech and song: Aphasia and music therapy), 20 (Parkinson’s Disease and music therapy), and 29 (Music and identity: Dementia and music therapy)
24 Mar:  Music as performance

Sacks, Chapter 22 (Athletes of the small muscles: Musician’s dystonia)

Levitin, Chapter 7 (What makes a musician? Expertise dissected)
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